
Department of
Natural Resources

MICHAELR, STYLER
Execttive Director

Division of
Oil, Gas & Mining

MARYANN WRIGHT
Ac ting Divis ion Direc to r

,o*no. 
"*'J*AN,JR.Governor

CARY R. HERBERT
Lieutenant Governor

May 3,2005

Ken George, Quarry Manager
Holcim (U.S. Inc.)- Devil's Slide Plant
6055 East Croydon Road
Morgan, Utah 84050

subjecr Public Protest Letters. Holcim's (us) Inc.. skull valleyDiatomaceous
Earth Quarry.lW045l060. Tooele County. Utah

Dear Mr. George:

The Division received four written objections, within the 30daypublic
comrnent period, to the publication of tentative approval for the Skull valley
Diatomaceous Earth Quarry. CommsNrts were also received from state agencies
through the Resource Developme,nt coordinating committee. A copyof the
comments and objections are attached.

The Division is temporarily suspending te,ntative approval until we are able
to evaluate the comments and determine if they are zubstantive and require a formal
adjudicative hearing in accordance with ucA 40-8-13. you mayprovide the
Division information in order to help us evaluate the commeirts. We would like to
schedule a site inspection with you to evaluate the commeirts. Please contact us to
arange such a site visit.

Final approval will not be issued until the citizwprotests are resolved and
we have received the $99,700 surety bond and accompanyng Reclamation Contract.
Please contact me at (801) 538-5258, or Tom Munson at 538-5321to schedule a site
inspection.

Sincerely,

,4-a,.>4 d//,b
Susan M. White
Program Coordinator
Minerals Regulatory Program

SMW:tmjb
Enclosure: protest lett€rs and RDCC conunents
cc: Gle,lrn Carpenter, BLM, SLFO dcomments
O:\lt4M5-Tooele\1v10450060-skullValleyDiatoms\draft\protestletters.doc

1594 W€st Noirh Tcoplc, Suite t210, pO Box 145801, Salt Iake Ciry, tlf 84t 14_5801
tolephonc (E0t) 53E-53,f0 . facsimilc (801) 359-3940. TTy (801) 5j8-745g owuryv.ogm.utah.gov
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Derek and Tamsen Andrus
P.O. Box 145
Dugway, lJtah84022

April23,2005

Subject:

Dear Mr. Mark Mesch,

^ I 1n uniting in protest to the reo€,nt decision to approve Hotcim (US) Inc. permit
9f expanding an existing small lining operdion locatedin Slull Vallev, f*.f. iouoty,
Utah. Having seon and watched HolcimJ' curr€,llt operation, I feel that ;;p*di"g their 

-

ct Tgt openation would only worsen an already bad situation. At the pit sito, oveiburden
and the pit itself is a.honible {rst problem. In a valley where the wini blows all the timg
{tst {om the operdion is terrible. No du$ control meazures are taken to lessen the
situation. Reject material and waste rock are found throughout the project. Roads to the
Pit.*-tu qe opq to common traffic and are not marked as to tle haz*ll ahea4 which
includes dropoffs into the pit which are NOT bermed or fenced 

"tr 
(Dqid ;perdiong{ p.o ogeration) Truck traffic due to the exisjing pit has already trlr"o itJtciir on the

old Lincoln Hiehway. We are fortunate thaiit6paved due to ttr" Cou"ty school bus
F*t The asphalt was placed over the existing eravl road with tructs and road grader.
we are grateful for this, but it was NoT algineered forthe heav" t*.t"-o traiters ttat
qre ggnentlf hauling the material. Furthermorg those tnrcks traet past homes located on
the Lincoln Highway, some ofwhich have young children in which the tnrcks size and
speed crieates quite a hazard.

I have no reason to believe that by approving the operation to go large scalg that
ToFi. will improve upon their current opu*tioor ioa rrir.rtfully prieJ il"-i.otgtinu
9yittl to_grant approval of the Large laining OperatiomNotice oilntention for
Holcim's $kull Valley DiatomaceouJ narUr's l,tine.

Cory'*f
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DfV 0F 0l! GAS &,lftNtNG

Subjecl Wtitten pfotest to Mqp Plap Pefmit Re-vision" Holcim (US) Incorporated's,
SkuJl VglleyDiamac*nus Earth Quarry, 1W045/060. Tooelg Cognty, Utah

Dear Mr. Mark Mesch

I am writing in protest to the rec€nt decision to approve Holcim (US) Inc. permit
of expanding an existiqg small mining operdion located in Skull Valley, Tooele County,
Utah. Having seen and watched Holcims' $rrent operatio4 I feel that eryanding their
current operation would only worsen an already bad situarion At the pit site, overburden
and the pit itself is a honible dust problem- In a valley where the wind blows all the timg
dust from the operation is te,rrible. No du$ contnol measures are taken to lessen the
situation. Reject material and waste rock are found the project. Roads to the
pit area are open to common traffic and are not marked as to the bazrrfi ahead which
includes dropoffs into the pit which are NOT bermed or fenced otr (During operuion
and non opermion) Trucktraffic due to the exipting pit has already taken its toll ontle
Old Lincoln Highway. We are fortunate that it was paved due to the County school bus
travel. The asphalt was placed over the enisting gravel road with tnrcls and road grader.
We are grateful for this, but it was NOT engineered forthe heavy tnrcls and trailers that
are cunenfly hauling the material. Furthermorg those tnrcks travel past homes located on
the Lincoln Ifghway, some of which have young children in which the rucks size and
speed creates quite a hazard.

I have no reason to believe that by approviag the operation to go large scale, that
Ilolcim will improve upon their current operations and respectfully protest the tentdive
decision to grant approval of the Large Mning Operations Notice of Intention for
Holcim's Skull Valley Diatomaceous Earth's Mne.

Brett and Alexis Andrus
259D West 5tr
Dugway, Utah84022

April23, 2005

Brett and Alexis Andrus



Dan Andrus and Jackie Wilde
Orr's Ranch, Skull Valley Utah
P.O. Box 75
Dugway tJtah84022

April 23,2005

RECEIVED

APR2try
\n

DIV OFOIL, GAS & MINING

Subject: lVdtten pro,tesf tgMine Plgn Pg{rnit Ketsio.n Holeim (US) Ipporooratpd's.

$kull YallevDiqnpceou$ Earth Sparry. ld/qa5/060. Tpoele tlunt^v. Utsh

DeerMr. MarkMesch,

I am writing in protest to the recent decision to approv€ Holcim (US) Inc. permit
of expanding an existing small miniqg operation located in Skull Valley, Tooele Cormty,
Utab. Having seen and uiarshd flolcims' current operatioq I feel that expnding their
current operation would only worsen an already bad situation. At the pit site, overburden
and the pit itself is a horrible dust problem. In a valley whore the wind blows a[ the time,
dust ftom the operation is terrible. No dustconffol mea$res are taken to lessendp
situation Reject mat€rial and waste rock are found throughout the projr:ct Roads to the
pit area arc opentocommontaffc and are not marked asto tle hazard ahea4 which
includes dropoffs into the pit which ara NOT berm€d or fenced off @uring operation
and non operation) Tnrck traffic &re to the existing pit has already taken its toll on the
Old Lincoln llighrrnay. We are fortirnatethat it rvas paved due to the County school bus
tavel. The asphalt was placed over the existing gravel road with hucks and road grader.
Wo are gateful for this, but it was NOT engineered for the heavy fucks and Uailen that
are currently hauling thematerial. Furthermore, those trucksfravel past homes located on
the Lincoln Highway, some of which have young children in rryfrich the tucts size and
speed c:reates quite a hazsrd

I have no reason to beliwe that by approving the operation to go largs soale, that
Holcim will improve upon their cunent operations and respocffirlly protest the tentative
decision to grant approval ofthe Large Mining Operations Notice of Intention for
Holcim's Skull Valley Diatomaceous Farth's Mine,

Sincerely,

N\+\N\s.
\

DanAndnrs an Jackie Wilde



Dennis and Shirley Andrus
550 Lincoln Hwy
Grantsville Utsh 84029

April23,2005

Dennis and Shirley Andrus
Owner/ Operator
Orr's Ranch
550 Lincoln Highnay
Slull Valley, Utah

") .-

I'AM

'tliro'rtl

Subject lVfitte$ protest tp Mi$e Plap Permit Reyision. Hglcim (US) Incorporated's.

$kul!,Vqlley Fiagnaequs Eqrth Qpar.ry. I\,il0-a51060. Toople Countv. Utah

DearMr. MarkMesclt,

I aln uniting in protest to the rpcent decision to approve Holcim (US) Inc. permit

of expanding an existing small mining operation locatod in Skull Velley, Tooele County,

Utah.-I{aving sesn and watched Holcims' current ope,ration, I f€€l that expanding their
currentoperation would only worsen an alreadybad situation. Atthe pit site, overburden

and the pit ieelf is a horrible dust problem. In a valley where the wind blows all the time
dust from the operation is terrible. No dust control measures are taken to lessen the

situation Reject mat€riat and waste rock are found througbout the project. Roads to the
pit araare open to commontraffic and arc not marked as to th€ ha"ard ahea4 which
includes dmpotrs into the pit which are NOT bermed or fenced off. @uring operation

and non operation) Truck faffic due to the exigting pit has already taken its toll on the

Old Lincoln Highvray- We are fortunate that it was paved due to the County school bus

fiavel. The asphalt was placed over the oristing gravel rcad with fuaks and road grader.

We are geteful for this, but it was NOT engineered for the lreavy tucls and uailers that
are ounently hauling the material. Furthermore, those trucks tavel past homes located on
the Lincoln Highway, some of which have yowtg childre,n in u&ich the tucks size and

speed crates quite a hazard.

I have no re&son to believe ttrat by approving the operation to go large scale, that
Holcim will improve upon their current operations and respecffirlly protest the tentative
dmision to grant approval ofthe Large Mning Operations Notice of Intention for
Holcim's Skull Valley Diatomaceous Earth's Mine.

Sincerely,

/br4;A. n- 0^ /)^r'e J-'7 
"L(-^r- 

otr
ll* \, atrt&v'a' J



State or Utah

GOVERNOR'S OFFICE OF PLANNING
Resource Development Coordinating Commirtee

John A. Harja
ExecutIe Dimt(x

AND BUDGET
Jon M. Huntsman, Jr

Govcrnor

Gary R. Herbcrl
Ueutenant Govemor

Tom Munson
Division of Oil, Gas and Mining
1594 WestNorth Temple
PO Box 145801
Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-5801

Api127,2005
.:.:CEIVED
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SUBJECT: Slull Valley Diatomaceous Earth Quarry, M1045/060, Holcim (US) Incorporated
Project No. 05-5079

DearMr. Munson:

The Resource Development Coordinating Committee (RDCC) has reviewed this proposal. State agencies
comment as follows:

Department of Environmental Quality/Division of Air Quality

The prop-osed project is qubject to Utah Air Conservation Rule R307-205-5, Mining Activities, since firgitive
dust emissions will be generated {uring mining activities. A permit, known as an Approval Gder, is noi required=
solely forthe 99ntr9l of fugitive dust but steps need to be taken to minimize fugitive dust, such as, waterin! and/or
chemical-stabilization, providing vegetative or synthetic cover and windbreaks.l, permit ipplicati6n, knoui as a
Notice of Intent, qhoul_{ be submitted to ttre Executive Secretary at the Utah Divisi,on of^nifquality it tSO N. tgSO
W^es! Salt Lake City- Utah, 84116, if any on-site crushing of stone occurs according to Utah Air Cbnservation Rule
R307-401, Permits, Notice of Intent and Approval Order. A copy of the rules are found at
www.rules.utah. sov/publicat/code/r307l307.htm

Division of State History

The Utah State Historic Preservation Office has reviewed our cultural resource files for the above requested
project area.

Section 404 Consultation DOG_IvI; lhe area of potential effect has been surveyed with one archaeological site
located. The site appears, from the applicatioq not to 5e in the six-acre area of disturtrance, therefore USHP6
recommends a determination of No Historic Properties Affected, $UCA 9-8404

This information is provided on request to assist with state law responsibilities. As specified in U.A.C. 9-8-
404, frnal determin|tions Concerning cultural resources are the State Lead Agency's. tf you ha:ve questions, please
contact Wilson Martin at (801) 533-3552.

The Commifiee_appreciates the opportunity to review this proposal. Please direct any other written questions
legarding this,correspondence to the Resource Devilopment Coordihating Committee at the atove address or'call
Carolyn Wright at (801) 537-9230 or Kim Frost at (S0l) 538-7326.

Sincerelv.L-' ,,dl2<,vf\.,t= L)P
John Harja
Executive Director
Resource Development Coordinating Committee

5100 State OfIice Building. Salt Lake Cily Utah 841t4 telephone (801) 537-9230 facsimile (S0l) 537-9226


